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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from RetroFit Support Ltd 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles given in the Annexes are supported by a solid body of objective research and 
should be adopted by the Scottish Government in devolved areas of responsibility. 

Our future will be dominated by climate change and we must address this now,  “A net-zero 
transition is inevitable. It is inevitable because the extent of global warming depends on the 
stock of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere ‒ not the rate of emissions.” 

Of particular interest to our company (and we are sure also for similar companies in the retrofit 
sector) is the possibility of stimulating the economy by boosting work on existing buildings in 
addition to new builds. The Scottish construction industry may appear to be at full capacity, 
but this is based on trends prior to Covid-19, and there is no certainty that still will be the case 
in future if there is a drop in confidence in the economy and investment slows down. 
Furthermore, the retrofit market could allow a growth in the construction sector as many skills 
used in the offshore oil & gas sector are in construction where projects have gone into deep 
recession and will take some time to recover. 

We feel that building retrofit would provide Scotland with many “‘shovel ready’ projects which 
can create jobs quickly and get …. on course for net zero”, as identified by the Net Zero Costs 
and Benefits Advisory Group (CBAG).  The CBAG specifically identified “Construction 
projects like insulation retrofits” and emphasised that they “are less import intensive than 
many traditional stimulus measures and lead to higher multipliers, while lowering long-term 
energy cost.” 

In other words, according to Nicholas Boys Smith, of Create Streets, “Put simply, recycling 
buildings is normally more sustainable than demolishing them and starting afresh. A new-
build two bedroom house uses up the equivalent of 80 tonnes of CO2. Refurbishment uses 
eight tonnes. Even with the highest energy-efficient specification, new build would take over 
100 years to catch up.” 

As a young company this is very important to us.  Millennials have a different view on what 
is important in the economy, so if good solid buildings can be retrofitted to provide an energy-
efficient and comfortable environment, that is what we must be doing. Upcycling buildings 
saves a huge amount of energy over building from scratch.  Following World War II the 
preference was to demolish the old and build new, but this was driven by fashion rather than 
good building practice. Many great buildings were lost to much poorer replacements as 
happened, for example, to Princes Street in Edinburgh. 

Scotland is in a much better position than the rest of the UK for boosting the economy by 
retrofitting buildings, as we have had the systems in place for several years.  However, going 
forward we must ensure that public funds are used wisely and that all work is carried out to 
a very high standard, so the principles given in PAS 2035 must be adopted to ensure that the 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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desired result is achieved. The retrofit measures must be integrated and controlled to achieve 
their full potential, and “unintended consequences” are avoided at all costs. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Clear guidelines for assessing houses for deep retrofit and measuring the success of the 
results afterwards. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

In accordance with the Committee on Climate Change Progress Report to Parliament on 
Reducing UK emissions (June 2020): 

Buildings targets and standards: Publish policies for Scotland to deliver Clean Growth 
Strategy ambitions on retrofit of domestic properties to meet acceptable energy targets. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

It should prioritise early funding for areas needing public finance that will support the recovery 
and prepare for Net Zero and require that all new investments should assess and plan for the 
impacts of climate change. Important priorities include: energy efficiency and avoiding 
overheating in buildings and include domestic charging points for electric vehicles as part of 
the retrofit programme. https://consult.gov.scot/better-homes-division/energy-efficient-
scotland/consultation/published_select_respondent 

General response 

Main points covered above. 
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